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Review:
Shortly after arriving in the Democratic Republic of the Congo to visit her mother’s bonobo
sanctuary, fourteen-year-old Sophie falls in love with Otto, a young and traumatized bonobo ape.
Through Otto, Sophie develops a newfound appreciation and understanding of her mother’s mission to
protect the endangered species. But just as Sophie is set to return to the United States, the Congo breaks
out in a violent war and Sophie is on her own. Determined to save herself and Otto, Sophie must find a
way to stay alive in the jungles and on the equally dangerous streets of the war-torn country.
While Schrefer’s writing is eloquent and descriptive, it is difficult to reconcile Sophie’s narrative
voice with that of a young girl’s. The novel recounts Sophie’s experiences through the eyes of an older
Sophie. So despite the young age of the protagonist during most of the novel, this perspective makes it
unclear if the novel truly represents the young adult point of view required to make a young adult novel.
Additionally, the mature nature of some scenes may not be suitable for all readers and also targets an
older demographic of readers. Despite these issues, the lessons on caring for the helpless and animal
rights, as well as the interesting look at the Democratic Republic of the Congo’s social and political
culture make the novel a dependable choice for the classroom.
Reviewer: Rachelle Yousuf
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